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A Word from the Bishop - See Page 2

A Conversation with the New Bishop

Karen Webb sat down with the new Bishop in early April to have a 
conversation with her in her first months as our Bishop. 

KW: Welcome to the Diocese of Brandon. We know you’re not from Mani-
toba, so please, tell us first a little bit about where you grew up.
+RP: I was born in Lindsay, Ontario, but we moved around a lot 
through south-western Ontario, so I don’t think of a specific place, 
but the area. We ended up in London, Ontario, which is where I went 
to university. Now I think of home as being where I am with my hus-
band, Rob. If he’s there, it’s home. Between his postings with the Ca-
nadian Forces and mine in various dioceses, we’ve moved around a fair 
bit, so I don’t think of home as being a place so much as I think it’s a 
relationship.

KW: Where have you worked previously in the Anglican Church?
+RP: I started in the Diocese of Huron, because I graduated from 
Huron Theological College. That was the first nine years. Then, I 
worked in Halifax (in the Diocese of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward 
Island)  for seven years. It’s where I really began to understand what 
it means to be a priest. I enjoyed it tremendously and I learned a lot. I 
also worked part-time in the Diocese of Ottawa for a little more than 
a year. This was when Rob was posted to Petawawa, which is at the 
north-west end of the diocese. I did a lot of supply work for the Parish 
of the Valley. Then, we ended up in Alberta. With the best of fortunes, 
both of us were posted and I took over the Dayspring Ministries, based 
in Wainwright, east of Edmonton. I realize looking back that it was 
God’s calling that I learn about how different Canada can be from one 
place to another. Whenever I drive, regardless of where it is, I find it’s 
beautiful.

KW: How did you decide you were called to be a bishop?
+RP: I don’t know if I’d put it that way. It started in Edmonton, where 
I was nominated to be bishop there. I thought long and hard about 
it, prayed about the question of who I was and where I was going in 
this life. I’d never discerned anything in me previously that thought 
I would become a bishop. It was a series of steps. What would I do 
if I weren’t elected? Obviously, I’d stay where I was in the Dayspring 
Ministries. And I was happy with that. I liked what I was doing. With 
regard to Brandon, there was also the question of what would we do 
if Rob didn’t get posted? We decided we’d work that out later, and at 
that point, I felt an incredible sense of calm.
The electoral synod was wonderful. We got to meet people, got to 
hang out with Cody, and really began to appreciate the gifts Brandon 
has. Rob kept giving me his “when are you going to freak out?” look.

KW: And now?
+RP: And now I am working as hard as I can to learn about the people 
and culture of this diocese. I have always been mindful of it, kept it in 
my prayers because I knew Bishop Bill from Huron, but every day I 
find I have learned something new. It’s wonderful. I’m grateful it’s easy 
to get around. I’m really not a city person and this city is big enough 
for me. I’ve been warned that I’ll have a lot of driving in my future, but 
I’m looking forward to it. I really want to see the north, so see places 
like The Pas and Churchill. And yes, I know I can’t drive to Churchill, 
but you can be sure I’ll go.

KW: What are you hoping you accomplish?
+RP: All I want to do is serve Christ. I don’t need much more than 
that. If I can serve Christ, I’m good to go. I don’t need any feathers in 
my cap.

interview by Karen Webb
Diocesan Vice-Chancellor & Registrar

Some of the clergy and lay leaders of the Diocese present for the 
consecration gather following the consecration on March 18 for a photo. 

Photo credit: Chris Moore

At the end of the consecration service on March 18, (from left to right) the 
Ven. Lydia Constant, the Rev'd Agnes Lathlin, the Rev'd Flora Young, and 

the Rev'd Charlie Lathlin present the Bishop with a star 
blanket. Photo Credit: Chris Moore
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Possibilities … Dreams … Ad-
ventures … Welcome to the Sac-
rament of Confirmation in the 
Diocese of Brandon!   
 
​Over the past month, I have 
been learning how to be a Bish-
op.  How does one learn to be a 
Bishop, you might ask.  Well, it 
is a lot of trial and error.  Much 
repetition.  Tons of laughter.  It 
involves a lot of prayer.  It helps 
if you know how to wield a mop 
when the basement of the Cathe-
dral floods.  A good GPS for the 
car is an asset too.  Essentially, it 
seems that learning how to be a 
bishop is a lot like learning any-
thing new.  You have to be will-
ing to ask questions, observe, try, 
fail, try again.  There’s no “right” 
way but there are some “wrong” 
ways.  Through it all, the learn-
ing Bishop needs to have trust 
and encouragement – from God, 
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, 
and from the people gathered 
around them.

​One of the things that I will have 
the privilege of doing as a bish-
op will be confirmations.  I have 
the privilege of meeting people 
– young and older – who are in-
tentionally discerning how God 
is leading them to grow in faith.  
When they make that decision 
to affirm their Baptismal Vows 
for themselves in Confirmation, 
they are taking that next step in 
becoming all God is calling them 
to become.

​Confirmation is not simply that 
fancy church service when the 
Bishop lays hands upon some-
one’s head and “presto” spiritual 
magic happens.  It’s more like 
the consecration of a bishop: 
hands are laid upon your head 
and prayers for the Holy Spirit to 
guide and direct you in new ways 
and along a new path are shared.  
And then the hard work begins - 
the learning of a new thing.

​I don’t know about you but way 
back when we still travelled by 
horse and carriage and I was con-
firmed, there was a bit of a joke 

that confirmation was graduation 
from church.  For me, that was a 
prophetic statement.  At almost 
14 years old I was confirmed in a 
fancy dress with important peo-
ple at the service.  We had a cake, 
and photos were taken with the 
Bishop of Niagara, and I was off 
… to hockey on Sunday morn-
ings, lazy-sleep-in days, no more 
Sunday School unless I was roped 
into teaching with my mom.  I 
was confirmed and that meant I 
was a Christian grown-up.

​And then one day, a few years 
later, I realized that God didn’t 
stop speaking into my heart just 
because I thought I had “gradu-
ated” from church.  Apparently I 
was called to be a lifelong learn-
er.  And the education of being a 
Christian – or becoming a Chris-
tian – got good!  Possibilities, 
dreams, and adventures came 
fast and furious.  Once I realized 
that God and Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit were real “people” in my 
life, everything became more in-
teresting.  Life didn’t get easier.  
As a matter of fact, some things 
got harder as I realized that the 
“easy” decision isn’t always the 
“right” decision.  The Trinity be-
came my partners in life.  I didn’t 
always listen to their advice, even 
though I should have.  Sometimes 
I wandered off and tried to leave 
them behind … and yet whenev-
er I stopped and recognized how 
much I needed them, there they 
were – Companions on my Jour-
ney!  

​That journey with God, Jesus, 
and the Holy Spirit, has led me 
through times of discerning who 
God was calling me to be.  Was I 
called to be a nun?  Nope – thank 

heavens.  (And yes, we do have 
Anglican nuns.)  Was I called to 
be a teacher?  In a way, but not 
how I thought.  I was called to be 
a deacon … and a priest … and a 
bishop.  But that is just my path.  
​Your journey will be as unique as 
you are.  Have you already been 
confirmed?  How are you walk-
ing in your Confirmation Vows 
and discerning where the Trin-
ity is leading you?  If you haven’t 
yet been confirmed, what are you 
waiting for?  Put me to work!  I 
am your bishop and I want to 
share with you in that beautiful 
sacrament.  However, make sure 
you put your priest, or deacon, or 
lay reader to work as well.  Dis-
cerning confirmation is a com-
mitment of the whole communi-
ty!  Like becoming a bishop, you 
have to have trust and encourage-
ment – from God, Jesus Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, and from the 
people gathered around you.

​When you’re ready, let me know!  
I really do want to share in the 
sacraments with you!  Any and all 
of them, as you are so called.  May 
God bless you on your Journey of 
Discernment.

A Word from the Bishop The Mustard Seed
Publisher: 

The Rt. Rev'd Rachael Parker
Eighth Bishop of Brandon

Editor: The Rev’d Matt Koovisk  
Email: 

mustardseed@brandon.anglican.ca 
Mail: 

c/o St. John the Baptist, Sardis 
46098 Higginson Road

Chilliwack, British Columbia 
V2R 2A9

Phone: 604-858-2229 (Office)

The Mustard Seed is circulated ten 
times a year (from September to 
June), as a section of the Anglican 
Journal, to all supporting households 
in the Diocese of Brandon. 
Contributions to the expense of the 
paper are normally requested each 
March but donations are accepted 
anytime. Changes of address can 
be  made directly with the Anglican 
Journal. Opinions expressed in this 
publication are not necessarily those 
of the Bishop or of the editor.
Deadline for submissions: the first 
Sunday of the month preceding
publication. 

2024/2025 Publication Deadlines

Issue	 Deadline
June 2024	 May 5, 2024
 - deadlines following the June issue are 
subject to change.
September 2024	 August 4, 2024
October 2024	 September 8, 2024
November 2024	 October 6, 2024
December 2024	 November 3, 2024
January 2025	 December 8, 2024
February 2025	 January 5, 2025
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The Rt. Rev'd Rachael Parker  
8th Bishop of Brandon

At the rehearsal prior to the con-
secration on March 18, the Bishop-
elect recieves the crozier from the 
Primate, the Most Rev'd Dr. Linda 

Nicholls. 

At the rehearsal prior to the consecration on March 18, 
the Metropolitan of the Ecclesiastical Province of 

Rupert's Land, the Most Rev'd Gregory Kerr-Wilson  
gives some instructions to participants.
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In Memoriam: Heather Bernhardt (1961-2024)

Nancy was born in Toronto to her parents Marjorie Robinson Publow 
Seed and William Arnold Seed. She attended Oriole Park School in 
Toronto, Point Grey Middle School, and Prince of Wales High School 
in Vancouver. She earned a degree in Education at the University of 
British Columbia in 1958. While at UBC she was President of the Al-
pha Gamma Delta Sorority and a member of St. John’s Shaughnessy 
Anglican Church. After graduation, Nancy moved back to Toronto 

to teach kindergarten at Brown School. Nancy met her husband Tom 
shortly after he emigrated to Canada from Northern Ireland in 1959. 
Nancy and Tom were married on July 8, 1964, in Toronto and settled 
together in St. Catharines where Tom was the rector of St. Columba 
Anglican Church. Tom’s career would take them to many wonderful 
parishes and communities over the years. Nancy and Tom moved to 
St. James, Port Colborne in 1969 with a 4 year old, 2 year old and 3 
week old in tow. Busy days! The next move came in 1973 to St. Chris-
topher’s, Burlington, which became the family home for 11 years. In 
1984 they moved to St. James, Dundas followed by a move to St. Mat-
thew’s Anglican Cathedral in Brandon, Manitoba in 1987. The last 
church move was to All Saints, Collingwood in 1992, where Nancy 

and Tom ultimately decided to retire in 1996.

Nancy is survived by her sister Sandra (Don), her children Kathleen 
(John), Patrick and Kevin (Keri), her grandchildren Anthony, Kyle 
(Janessa), Jack, Devin, Austin and Maya and her great-granddaugh-
ter Esmeralda. Nancy was proceeded in death by her loving husband 

Tom (2020) and her newborn daughter Angela.

Suddenly, on March 21, 2024, Heather Olive Bernhardt moved into 
God’s nearer presence.  Heather was born on March 6, 1961, in Melita, 
MB, to Alvin and Mae Nield.  She was the youngest of five children. 
She moved to Winnipeg as a young child and then eventually to an 
acreage near Deacon’s Corner, MB. Heather was active in many things 
including drama and art, but her real love was music.  She sang with 
the Winnipeg Girls Choir and was asked to solo at her high school 
graduation.  At the age of seventeen, Heather decided to do some-
thing new and different.  She joined the Canadian Forces reserve as a 
member of the 17th Service Battalion’s Military Police platoon.  It was 

there that she met her future husband, Don Bernhardt.

After two years, Heather left the reserves and enrolled at the Univer-
sity of Manitoba but decided that a career in nursing was what her 
true vocation was.  She enrolled in the Red River College’s Registered 
Nursing program, graduating in 1982. By then she had married Don 
and the couple settled in Brandon, MB.  Heather quickly found em-
ployment in nursing, working first at a private nursing home and later 
as one of the first cadre of nurses at the newly opened Dinsdale Home.  
After some ten years of nursing, she was forced to leave a job she loved 

due to injury.

In 1994, Heather became what she was truly called to be, a mother, 
when they received their son, Joshua.  Four years later, daughter Jen-
nifer entered their lives. In 2006, the family moved to Virden, MB 
when Don took a position as the rector of St. Mary’s Anglican Church.  
Heather joined in many activities at the church and always made sure 
that everyone felt welcome.  She was a woman of a deep yet quiet faith 
and was always ready to reach out and serve where and how she could.
She tried her hand at banking, but nursing pulled her back in.  She 
worked at one of the local nursing homes for a brief time, but eventu-
ally became a public health nurse at Birdtail and Sioux Valley Dakota 

Nations. 

After leaving that profession, Heather focused on another love, cook-
ing and baking, with a dream of one day having her own restaurant.  
While that never came to pass, Heather was able to feed many family 
and friends, and feed them well. After returning to Brandon in 2016, 
her health began to suffer, and mobility became an issue.  Never the 
less, she was fiercely protective of her family and we never for a sec-
ond doubted her love and determination.  She was an amazing wife, 
mother, sister and friend and we will hold her close in our memories 

and hearts until that day when we can see her again. 

Heather was pre-deceased by her mother and father.  She is survived 
by her husband, Don, her children Joshua and Jennifer and her sib-
lings Tom, Laura, Ross and Melody, along with many nieces, neph-

ews, and a grandnephew.

A memorial service was held at St. Matthew’s Cathedral, 403 13th 
Street, Brandon, MB on Thursday, April 4, 2024.

From the Archives: Heather (left) receives communion from 
the Rev'd Jane Morton at an ordination in June 2019.

In Memoriam: Nancy Crawford (1936-2024)

+ + + Rest eternal grant unto Heather and Nancy, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.
May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. + + +

The Reverend Tom Crawford and 
Nancy Crawford on their wedding day.
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Women's Getaway
June 8, 2024 from 10am - 4pm
St. John the Divine, Kelwood, Manitoba

Registration Cost: $25/person
includes snacks and lunch

Deadline to Register: May 15, 2024

For more information, contact Joan Nadolny at 
joanebbe48@gmail.com or via phone at 204-638-6531.

332–8th Street, Brandon, MB, r7a 3x4
telephone: 204·727·0694

Web: http://www.brockiedonovan.com

Anglican Memorial Camp News
2024 Camping Season: Camp Dates!  

Junior Camp (AGES 8-10): Saturday, June 29 – Friday, July 5
Intermediate Camp (AGES 10-12): Sunday, July 7 – Saturday, July 13
Family Camp: Tuesday, July 16 – Thursday, July 18
Teen Camp (GRADES 7 & UP): Sunday, July 21 – Saturday, July 27

2024 Camping Season: Registration Deadlines
Early Bird Date: May 31, 2024 (fees: $300)
Cut-off Date: June 17, 2024 (fees: $350)

2024 Camping Season:We're Hiring!
We are looking for enthusiastic and inspiring people for the following positions:

Paid Positions: Administrator, Cooks, a Kitchen Helper and a Maintenance Person 

All paid positions are full-time and have a good wage with board and room provided. Secondary students encouraged.

Volunteer Positions: Camp leaders, chaplains, health officers, counsellors

2024 Camping Season: Camp Clean-up
Camp Clean-up is May 18, 2024. We will need some help to clean up the camp for the upcoming summer!

For more information, 
check out 

https://anglicanmemorialcamp.com

On March 17, at St. Mark's, Minnedosa, Lieutenant 
the Reverend Jacob Friesen baptized Macie Cor-
rine Charlene, daughter of Jennifer & Jeffrey Che-
valier & little sister to Austin (who is looking on).

Photo Credit: Lynne Tolton  

On Easter Day at St. Peter and St. James, Flin Flon, the Ven. Dr. Kara Mandryk 
blessed the new red doors of the church. These doors are a sign to the com-
munity of the church's commitment to provide sanctuary for all who seek 

it.  Photo Credit: Shelley Andres

The Rev'd Cheryl Kukurudz (left) and 
Adriana Hoskin (right) wait for the service to 

begin at St. George's, Brandon on Palm Sunday. 
Photo Credit: the Rev'd Cheryl Kukurudz

The Palm Sunday procession at St. Paul's, Dauphin. 
Photo Credit: Joan Nadolny


